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Tennessee Green Fleet Planning Meetings - 2026 
 
May 28, 2026 – Zoom Agenda & Notes 
Jonathan Overly, Jenni Kidd, Darcy Ayers – notetakers; notes below are in italics. 
Bold means attended; strikethrough was out of office    |    New attendees 
���� = Items Jonathan, other ETCF staff or others are or need to follow up on. 
 
TEAM MEMBERS: 

1. City of Chattanooga: Ken Howell, Madison Rollings, Jeremy Wood 
2. City of Knoxville: Dawn Michelle Foster, Patience Melnik, Nick Bradshaw, Davy Ray, 

Keri Collins 
3. Memphis/Shelby County: Robin Richardson 
4. Metro Nashville: Jennifer Westerholm 
5. University of Tennessee at Knoxville: Jay Price, Brad Moats, Sammy Parcell, Cash Winn 
6. East TN Clean Fuels/DET: Jonathan Overly, Darcy Ayers, Jenni Kidd, Ashley Draper, Mark Finlay 
7. INVITED – Univ. of Memphis (Sabya Mishra), EPB (Rick Sutherland), City of Kingsport, Town of Greeneville 

 
Schedule for calendar year 2026: (Thursdays at 3:30pm ET / 2:30pm CT) 

✔ Q1’26 = 2/26, 3/26 
✔ Q2’26 = 5/28, 6/25 
✔ Q3’26 = 8/27, 9/24 
✔ Q4’26 = 12/3 (one mtg for the quarter, in between holidays) 

 
 

Agenda 
1. Any introductions if needed 
2. Charging SMART Project – Jenni or Darcy? 
3. Updates from you all – vehicles, infrastructure, policies, other planning 

 UTK, Jay, Brad, Sammy – all-electric McNeilus Volterra coming in October!! One of 9 total BEVs coming from 
VW funding that they won. Digger derrick, roll-off, dump trucks (tri axle), service body… a wide variety of 
them! (truck with welder will get auxiliary PTO). All Battle Motors trucks (8) come with 80A L2 charger; also 
procuring DCFC’ers (ABB 184 [180kW] could be the one; might get 6 of them). 
   > 240 kWh battery (Battle) & 499 kWh (!) battery (McNeilus) 
   > Also working to set GF Policy! ���� Email Jay link to policies. 
   > Looking to work on the V2X part of this on the internal UTK electrical system! 

 Chattanooga – Madison, Ken – have all 9 CNG trucks!! Autocar CNG ACX64 cab and chassis; are needing 
modification to refuel at front bumper port. 
   > They did an Imagination Library wrap on one the trucks – did a “Touch a Truck” thing!! 
   > Partnering w/EPB on managed charging throughout the city, for fleet L2 charging 
   > Looking at more fleet mgmt. and rightsizing, etc. Want to stay in the realm of Ford since Ford centric.   
   > CNG fast-fill is needed for the refuse efforts; have met w/CHA Gas; build-design-manage approach. 
   > Ken’s new Deputy Dir. of Fleet Management is Gabriel Nichter; the new Deputy Dir. of Public Works is 
Wayon Hines. 

 Memphis/SC - Robin – Finishing CAP… should be done next week! 
    > new codes in adoption process – adding language about EV Ready development for parking spaces!! 
Proposed several years ago; took a while to get to this point. Link > https://www.901udcupdate.com  

 Knoxville – Dawn Michelle – Looking to expand additional L2 chargers in a more difficult location. Now 30 
fleet L2s on Level 6 at City-County building downtown. 

https://www.901udcupdate.com/
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4. Event Recap – ACT Expo 2026 

 After a fleets’ panel there, I got to meet the following fleet managers:  Andy Ettles (Austin), Chauntelle 
Hellner (King County), and Joe Mattox (Moreno Valley). They were all interested in presenting in one of our 
future meetings! I also got a call from Robert Gordon, who is the Deputy Dir. of DeKalb County fleet, and 
has hundreds of CNG/RNG and electric vehicles. Of these, who would you all like to invite to present on 
their AFVs and infrastructure at future meetings? 

 see photos HERE.  Example photos 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

5. Annual Reporting: Here are the numbers that we have for now for ET and MWT: 
 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/etcleanfuels/albums/72177720333810028
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6. Would you all like to see a summary of all your fleets all together in terms of quantities of different kinds of 

AFVs by size, to see the numbers across all your fleets? Just to contrast and compare? 
 UTK interested 
 City of Chattanooga is a maybe (Ken is out of town currently) 

���� – Jonathan needs to follow up on this and make a chart! 
 
7. Coalitions are starting to receive their 2026-27 Clean Cities and Communities contracts. We expect to start on 

April 1 and run our typical funded year which is through the end of March 2027. Will include: 
 Two stakeholder in-person meetings; locations TBD. 
 First Responder Trainings coming this year! Expect that we in ETCF will hold 2-3 trainings, and MWTCF will 

hold 1 (maybe 2). Location ideas:   
• Johnson City or Newport (partially to help the Asheville coalition be able to offer this training to 

their stakeholders such that it would be not that far away) 
• Chattanooga 
• Knoxville 
• MWTCF will coordinate probably 2 as well, with locations TBD (Katie Jauch will be overseeing this, 

and most of the CC&C stuff from now on for MWTCF!) 
 We are planning to host two Virtual Fleet Learning Sessions (VFLS) in the next 12 months. One idea is on 

electric school bus offerings with fleet discussions. Do you have other ideas for AFVs that you’d like to see 
or learn more about? We want these to be helpful to you, so we are all ears! 

 ���� One-page “Fleet Success Stories” - review and show Kingsport example. We will make ones for the 
cities of Knoxville and Chattanooga and UTK this year, and can work on others as well! 

• Will send City of Knoxville their slide 
• Need to make ones for City of Chattanooga, UTK 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1J0OG8vPnzWF-XExQigAMLIg0DKZymK5FTFRyGhKO0dg/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://www.tncleanfuels.org/fleet-success-stories/
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8. FUNDING –  
 TDEC-OEP will come out with another round of VW funding for vehicles, THAT IS GOING TO VERY LIKELY OPEN 

IN JUNE.  
o 90% of new electric vehicle – if in former nonattainment area or distressed area 
o 75% of new electric vehicle – all other areas 
o 75% of new alt-fuel vehicle (CNG, LPG) – if in former nonattainment area or distressed area 
o 50% of new alt-fuel vehicle (CNG, LPG) – all other areas 

 RDE4HT funding - expect 2026-27 cycle to come out in coming months. Mostly covers old diesel 
replacements with any new fuels.  

o 25% of new vehicle - meets EPA NOx standard 
o 35% of new vehicle - meets “low-NOx” standard of 0.1 gr/bhp-hr 
o 45% of new vehicle cost - no tailpipe 
o NOTE - these are allowable maximums. Explain the way this funding opportunity works.  

 TDEC-OEP will likely release their MFH/MUD funding AFTER the VW funding is released (and awardees 
determined?). 

 
9. DET Roadmap 2026 – Webinar 
 Webinar planned for 6/4 at 2:30pm ET. 
 Review PPT and the goals. 

 
10. We now have contacts with IONNA - Kavitha Ambatipudi, and Emily Belding (Snr Mgr, Utility & Government 

Affairs). Anyone interested in connecting with IONNA towards a discussion about having a ‘Rechargery’ in TN? 
SHOW PHOTOS OF ATL RECHARGERY (if we haven’t looked at already). 
 

11. Nashville Waste Services: New department; might 
be a good idea to connect with McNeilus -> 
Jonathan to connect Jennifer with Adam Harrell 
at McNeilus. Eric Frawley (Siddons Martin, the 
dealer; out of TX) – main POC. 
���� – Adam has left McNeilus; they are working to 
hire his replacement. 

 
 

Here’s the poster that Jay shared on their new 
McNeilus refuse truck that is coming in October! >>> 
 
 
<   Next Meeting is June 25, 2026!!    >   > 
  




