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MEMORANDUM

TO: Interested Parties
FROM: David M. West /David West/
Bureau Chief
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP)

DATE: May 6, 2010

Re: The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection’s (NJDEP’s) Policy on
Aftermarket Conversion Systems for Alternative Fuels

This memorandum clarifies the NJDEP’s position in regard to the use of aftermarket alternative
fuel conversion systems on vehicles registered in New Jersey.

New Jersey adopted the California Low Emission Vehicle (LEV) program rules for passenger
cars (PCs) and light-duty trucks (LDTs) under 8,500 pounds gross vehicle weight rating,
effective for vehicles delivered for sale on and after January 1, 20009.

New Jersey did not adopt Section 2030 of the California Code of Regulations which governs the
installation of aftermarket alternative fuel conversion systems for California emissions certified
vehicles.

It is important that vehicles converted with aftermarket alternate fuel conversion systems have
fully functional OBD II systems to monitor the emissions performance of the vehicle following
conversion. This is especially important for states with inspection/maintenance (I/M) programs
like New Jersey as the OBD system is the primary I/M test for assessing the performance of the
emission control system. The Department also stresses that the manufacturer of the aftermarket
alternative fuel conversion system must honor the warranty on their conversion systems and
make any repairs to a vehicle’s emission control system that are needed when the alternative fuel
conversion system is determined to have caused the OBD system to malfunction or the MIL to
come on. In this regard, it is the Department’s position that prior to installing the alternative fuel
conversion system, the vehicle owner be fully advised of the warranty coverage provided by the
alternative fuel conversion system manufacturer if the OBD system malfunctions or detects an

New Jersey is an Equal Opportunity Employer | Printed on Recycled Paper and Recyclable



State of Netu Jersey

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
CHRIS CHRISTIE BOB MARTIN
Governor Commissioner

KIM GUADAGNO
Lt. Governor

emissions-related problem that is determined to have been caused by operation of the alternative
fuel conversion system.

In summary, the NJDEP’s policy on alternative fuel conversions for vehicles registered in New
Jersey includes:

1. The aftermarket alternative fuel conversion system must be approved by the USEPA
under the USEPA’s Guidelines for Alternative Fuel Converters for use on the
emissions certification level applicable to the vehicle to be converted and have the
appropriate USEPA Certificate of Conformity or have a CARB Executive Order for
the specific test group. The conversion must also include a new under hood label
affixed next to the original label as per the USEPA’s and CARB guidelines.

2. The Onboard Diagnostics (OBD) system must be functioning properly such that
properly operating vehicles can pass the New Jersey motor vehicle Inspection and
Maintenance (I/M) OBD test as applicable. If operation of the conversion system
results in the OBD MIL illuminating or in the case where the conversion results in
disablement of any of the functions of the OBD system and the cause of such MIL
illumination or OBD monitor disablement is traced to the operation of the conversion
system, the conversion system manufacturer must make the necessary repairs at their
expense to correct the problem.

Attachment: References applicable to the Department’s policy
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Attachment: List of applicable references
1. EPA Alternative Fuel Conversions
http://epa.gov/otag/consumer/fuels/altfuels/altfuels.htm

2. Addendum to Mobile Sources Enforcement Memorandum 1A dated Sept. 4, 1997;
http://www.epa.gov/compliance/resources/policies/civil/caa/mobile/admemla.pdf

3. Revision to Addendum to Mobile Sources Enforcement Memorandum 1A; Revised Tampering
Enforcement Policy for Alternative Conversions June 16, 1998;
http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-AIR/1998/June/Day-16/a15845.htm

4. Assigned Deterioration Factors, CCD-05-10 (LDV/LDT/MDPV/HDV/ICI/LD-AFC) dated May
26, 2005;
http://www.epa.qov/OMS/cert/dearmfr/ccd0510.pdf

5. EPA Approval of OBDII Systems on Aftermarket Alternative Fuel Conversions Sept 1,
2005(CCD-05-16(LD-AFC));
http://www.epa.gov/oms/cert/dearmfr/ccd0516.pdf

6. Updated Certification Guidance for Alternative Fuel Conversions CISD-06-02 (LD-AFC) dated
Feb 3, 2006;
http://www.epa.gov/otaqg/cert/dearmfr/cisd0602.pdf

7. Compliance Guide No. EPA 1 (Revised 11/2007)
http://www.propanesafety.com/Resource%20Library/Compliance%20Database%20Updates/EPA%2
01%20Alternative%20Engine%20Fuel%20Conversion%2011-2007.pdf

8. Updated Certification Guidance for Alternative Fuel Converters CISD-09-14 (LD-AFC, LDV,
LDT, HDV, HDE) June 20, 2009
http://iaspub.epa.gov/otaqpub/display file.jsp?docid=20194&flag=1

9. Amendments to the “California Certification and Installation Procedures for Alternative Fuel
Retrofit Systems for Motor Vehicles Certified for 1994 and Subsequent Model Years”
http://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/aftermkt/altfuel/altfuelsysreq.pdf

10. CARB OBD Updates: Other OBD Information
http://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/obdprog/obdupdates.htm

11. EPA Sales Area, Emissions and Fuel Economy rating
http://www.epa.gov/greenvehicles/Download.do
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