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Tennessee Green Fleet Planning Meetings 
2024 
 
December 5, 2024 – Zoom Agenda & Notes 
Alex Strong, Jonathan Overly – notetakers; notes below are in italics. 
Bold means attended; strikethrough was out of office    |    New attendees 

✔ Items Jonathan or other ETCF staff need to follow-up on = ���� 
✔ ⭮ = Item discussed before; follow-up or further questions 

 
TEAM MEMBERS: 

1. City of Chattanooga:  Erik Schmidt, Sarah Robbins, Ken Howell, Terry Spring, Madison Rollings, Chris Cooke, 
Jeremy Wood 

2. City of Knoxville:  Vasu Primlani, Dawn Michelle Foster, Grace Levin, Keri Collins, Kelsey Vincent  
3. Memphis/Shelby County:  Leigh Huffman, Robin Richardson, Megan Farrell 
4. Metro Nashville:  Kendra Abkowitz, Jennifer Westerholm 
5. Tennessee Tech. University:  Dr. Pingen Chen 
6. University of Tennessee at Knoxville:  Sammy Parcell, Jay Price, Ben Gouffon 
7. East TN Clean Fuels/DET:  Jonathan Overly, Alex Strong 

 
Schedule for calendar year 2025: 

✔ Q1’25 = 2/27, 3/27      We will hold the 2/27/25 Zoom and check the rest of the year’s dates for you all then! 
✔ Q2’25 = 5/22, 6/26 
✔ Q3’25 = 8/28, 9/25 
✔ Q4’25 = 12/4 (one mtg for the quarter, in between holidays) 

 
Agenda 

1. Any introductions if needed 
2. Any topics you want to add to today’s discussion?  
3. Who might like to go to either  

a) TEP Energy Independence Summit (talk to reps and staff about your projects in DC) – 2/10-13/25. It 
helps when reps or their staff hear DIRECTLY from fleets that are taking actions with alt fuels!!  

b) TRC Advanced Clean Transportation ACT Expo (Anaheim, CA) – 4/27-30/25. There really is no 
opportunity that beats this one to learn about many different fuels and vehicles, with electric at the 
forefront. LARGE Ride & Drive with many MD/HD vehicles so that you can experience them 
yourselves. HIGHLY RECOMMEND for any fleet manager or their staff or sustainability leaders that 
they would like to send, and Jonathan can work the showroom floor with you all to go ask questions 
about specific vehicles, or just learn across the board. 

 
OLDER REMINDERS 
⭮  “Where to charge going this direction leaving city X” effort – Jonathan built one example and showed it to the 
group during the last meeting. A more html-controllable version has been created but Jonathan still has work to do… 
https://www.driveelectrictn.org/driveev-knox/.  
 
New one-page fleet “storytelling” slides – We would like to make one each for you all! Need photos of something 
completed, believe we have for most, but may need for Chattanooga and Nashville! 
 Madison will see about emailing ETCF some ID.4 photos! ���� 

ETCF holding new open fleet meetings quarterly – Fleet Virtual Learning Sessions. Started yesterday and will 
continue quarterly! Just let Alex know if you want to be added to that email list. 

https://tep.sre.events/
https://www.actexpo.com/
https://www.driveelectrictn.org/driveev-knox/
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DISCUSSION TOPICS FOR TODAY 
1. Robin present on Shelby County DOE project 

 
2. Alex show the Visor Card she created for fleets 

 
3. Bollinger Motors – Just a reminder on these new class 4 all-electric trucks. https://bollingermotors.com/3d-

configurator/ Sawyer Sparks is based in TN at Nacarato near Nashville and is your POC 
(sawyer.sparks@nacarato.com; 812-384-5350 – Mobile) 
We have other class 4-8 alt-fuel vehicle OEM manufacturers – just let us know what you want to find! 
Propane, CNG, electric; idle reduction technologies. 

 
4. Funding Opportunities: 

a) TDEC upcoming funding announcement: Last of the VW funds. 
✔ Over $19 million will be available!! 
✔ Replacing MD and HD diesel vehicles – must destroy the older diesel (put 3” hole in engine 

block, and cutting frame rails in half). Can retain/use body or any materials off the old diesel. 
✔ MUST be a 2009 EMY or older to be replaced to qualify – there are no exceptions. 
✔ Old diesel does NOT necessarily have to be used a certain amount in recent past year, but 

needs to be operable and move in all directions. 
✔ See EXPECTED funding block below – percents. 

b) RDE4HT – Closed in mid-November; working through the funding to applicants. Expect to have 
~400,000 for 2025-26 which will open next October. 

 

 
 

https://bollingermotors.com/3d-configurator/
https://bollingermotors.com/3d-configurator/
mailto:sawyer.sparks@nacarato.com

