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Tennessee Green Fleet Planning Meetings 
FY’23-24 
 
March 14, 2024 – Zoom Agenda & Notes 
Jonathan Overly – notetaker; notes below are in italics.   |   Bold means attended; strikethrough was 
out of office    |    New attendees    |    Items Jonathan or other ETCF staff need to follow-up on = ���� 
 
TEAM MEMBERS: 

1. City of Chattanooga:  Erik Schmidt, Sarah Robbins, Ken Howell, Terry Spring, Ross 
Pitcairn, Madison Rollings 

2. City of Knoxville:  Grace Levin, Dawn Michelle Foster, Keri Collins, Gina Early, Kelsey Vincent  
3. Memphis/Shelby County:  Leigh Huffman, Robin Richardson, Megan Farrell 
4. Metro Nashville:  Kendra Abkowitz, Vasu Primlani, Jennifer Westerholm 
5. Tennessee Tech. University:  Dr. Pingen Chen 
6. University of Tennessee at Knoxville:  Sammy Parcell, Jay Price 
7. City of Clarksville:  Carlye Sommers 
8. East TN Clean Fuels/DET:  Jonathan Overly, Valerie Farmer, Alex Strong 

 
Change Robin’s email address to Dorothy.Robinson1@memphistn.gov.  
 
Agenda 

1. Introductions 
2. Any topics you want to add to today’s discussion? 
3. Schedule for calendar year 2024: 

a) Q1’24 = 3/14 
b) Q2’24 = 5/16 (moved a week earlier due to ACT Expo), 6/27 
c) Q3’24 = 8/22, 9/26 
d) Q4’24 = 12/12 

Jonathan needs to provide everyone details for ACT Expo 2025 as soon as he has them. ���� 
 

4. DOE VTO “TI” funding 
a) AOI1 – None 
b) AOI2 – Multiple proposals – NFPA (~25-30 states), NASEO, others 
c) AOI3 – UTK, TTU (Chatt. & Nash.), others 

- UTK = refuse, dump truck, wheel loader, LD trucks 
- Chatt (TTU) = LD vehicles 
- Nash (TTU) = transit vans  

 
5. Would it be helpful for those of you that are dues-paying members if we created a simple “Where to 

charge going (this way)” kind of tool? This would be focused on helping city (or university) employees that 
need to travel beyond your city limits in different directions FIND chargers they need along the way (and 
would need to be DCFC port dependent). 
I am thinking of this being something like a LinkTree!! (Show example from DET IG acct) 
- Dawn-Michelle – Knox. Currently provides printed sheets 
- Kelsey – Use a QR code!  **And keep the etiquette stuff in there!** 
- Jay – have a number of locations in different directions  

 
 

mailto:Dorothy.Robinson1@memphistn.gov
https://linktr.ee/driveelectrictennessee
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6. EMPOWER – Darcy Ayers 
a) Memphis – several locations in the works with Becky Williamson 
b) Nashville – only one (Methodist Church but they backed away after finding out that building might be 

sold) 
c) Chattanooga – sounds like there has been some interest (thru EPB) 
d) Knoxville – unsure  

 
7. Grants – I can’t keep track!! 

a) Shelby County DOE grant – now have 4 Lightnings and DCFC and L2 stations – public can charge there 
right now if they have a Blink Charging card (or CC); don’t want that. 

b) Chattanooga DOE grant – where does CNG work stand? – ran into one hurdle; vehicles weren’t in HD 
class but in M-HD. Anticipated for CNG EVs arrive in Q1-‘CY25; Capital request in capital funding from 
city for - Go Flow GoFill equipment is what they want to order. Compressor is bulk of cost – 1 comp. 
can support 4 trailers (time fill 4 vehicles). $600k can support 8 trucks. (Comp is self-contained – runs 
off of CNG!) 

c) Chatt = Awaiting CFI 2nd round for potential corridor CNG refueling application 
 

8. Vehicle acquisitions  
a) Chatt = originally identified 25 candidates in the fleet; now to 14 for potential replacement with LD 

EVs for FY’25 
b) Knoxville = FY’24 – 15 EVs coming, w/some Lightnings now received (Fire Chief – Stan Sharp, and 

Facilities Dept. – Alex Newbert)… and 15 more coming by June ’24 (if lucky!)! All 30 will be in CCB 
garage. 
JGO – what is the AC charging limit on an F-150 Lighting?? ����     

ANSWER!  https://www.enelxway.com/us/en/resources/ev-comparisons/ford-charging-stations/f-150-lightning  
- Standard range (smaller) battery max is 11.5 kW 
- Extended range (larger) battery max is 19.2 kW!! 

 
c) Shelby County Mayor has EV now (Ariya!); EVs coming for County Health Dept. (grant thru MPO), but 

probably be late 2024 or into 2025 before received.  Also, the Green Fleet Policy – need to enforce, 
trying to work on enforcement. 

d) Memphis = Mayor Young tentatively interested in pursuing a GF Policy. 
 

9. Other topics 
a) Would you all like to see a 15-minute presentation from Battle Motors, which builds all-electric 

refuse trucks? 
b) Who else might you like a short presentation from? 
c) Ross – potential agreement with UPS for backup plan for CNG refueling – waiting on draft agreement. 

 
 
 
CHAT 
 Robin mentioned:  I think general Memphis travel would be: north to St Louis, west to Little Rock and beyond, 

south towards Jackson MS, east to Nashville. (this was in response to  
 
 

https://www.enelxway.com/us/en/resources/ev-comparisons/ford-charging-stations/f-150-lightning

