
Morgan County Schools bus drivers

Since the beginning of the University of 
Tennessee’s Biofuels Initiative (UTBI) in 
2007, Genera Energy LLC has been charged 
with management and implementation 
of the ambitious effort. 

Building on Genera’s experience and 
industry momentum, that UT Research 
Foundation (UTRF)
subsidiary spun out 
Genera Energy Inc.	
as a commercial 
biomass solutions 
company last 
summer. The	Genera	management	
team	has	transitioned	into	the	for-profit	
commercial	company	and	has	built	a	
staff	of	15	to	date	in	their	aggressive	
pursuit	of	an	integrated	commercial	
biorefinery	industry. Kelly Tiller and 
Sam Jackson continue their leadership 
roles, with Tiller serving as GEI’s 
President and CEO and Jackson as 
VP of Feedstock Development and 
Supply. GEI continues to manage the 

In 2012, a number of fleets in Tennessee 
added propane vehicles to their mix. 
Firstly, Morgan	County	Schools	added	two	
Type	A,	Blue	Bird,	dedicated	propane	
school	buses	to	its	fleet	last	August. The 
school system had a tank installed by  
their local propane utility, Citizens Gas, 
in Wartburg, and so far the buses are  
working wonderfully.	The	drivers	said		
the	buses	are	so	quite	that	the	students		
were	falling	asleep	in	the	bus	because	
it	was	so	quiet!

Groome Transportation is a professional  
transportation provider in several states 
in the southeast, based in Chattanooga.  
Owner	Chris	Groome	has	expanded	
his	use	of	propane	in	his	fleet	out	of	
Chattanooga	from	3	to	15	E-350	vans	

switchgrass production and logistics 
of the UTBI and operates the Biomass 
Innovation Park in Vonore, supplying 
processed feedstock to the adjacent 
biorefinery operated by DuPont. Read 
more about what GEI is doing at their 
website, www.GeneraEnergy.com.

As GEI pursues new 
commercial biomass and 
biorefining business, the 
UTRF-owned subsidiary 
formerly known as Genera 
Energy LLC has been 

renamed TennEra LLC. TennEra has recruited 
outstanding new leadership and will be 
leveraging the success of the UTBI, the 
biorefinery, and other research assets that 
TennEra continues to own as it works to 
mature research programs related to the 
UTBI in both UT and Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory (ORNL). This	team	will	be	
focused	on	creating	winning	investment	
propositions	and	real	commercial	value.

in 2012! He chose the TransTech Energy 
bi-fuel system. 

The Tennessee Clean Fuels Advisor is a publication of the Clean 
Cities coalitions of Tennessee which are part of the U.S. DOE 
Clean Cities Program. This project is funded under an agreement 
with the State of Tennessee.
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Another great story comes from the family  
of Lampton-Love propane companies. 
They have jump-started their propane 
fuel for transportation efforts with a lawn 
mower conversion program that simply 
cannot be beat! They	are	offering	to	
convert	your	entire	fleet	of	commercial	

West Tennessee  
Clean Fuels Coalition

Did you know that as of  
December 2012 there were  
32 public E85 fueling stations 
across Tennessee?

http://bit.ly/TNE85

grade	mowers	to	propane	at	no	cost	with	
an	agreement	to	utilize	their	propane.	
Since March of 2012, the effort has yielded 
over 500 new mower conversion customers 
of in its four-state service area.  
 
In Tennessee, the three offices are through 
its subsidiary, Allgas Inc. of TN, and those 
offices have converted many different 
brands of mowers in the Winchester, 
McMinnville, and Fayetteville areas. Scott 
Lybarger of Allgas says, “Interest has gone 
through the roof for these mowers and all 
our	customers	are	seeing	huge	savings	
and	are	happy	with	the	aspect	of	‘Going	
Green’. We are very pleased so far with  
this progress of the program.” For more 
information, visit	gogasmangreen.com.

GEI REMAINS STRONG THROUGH TRANSITION

AUTOGAS GROWTH IN TN FLEETS—EXAMPLES

BRINGING ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION ISSUES TO THE FOREFRONT IN TENNESSEE
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Jackson, TN City Councilman 
Randy Wallace has convened 
a Natural	Gas	Vehicle	(NGV)	
Task	Force	in	order	to	study	
a	transition	of	government	
vehicles	to	run	on	natural	

gas. The initial strategy is to pool vehicles 
from several local government fleets in 
order to develop enough demand to 
warrant a private sector entity to build a 
natural gas fueling station.

At present, committees from the Task Force 
are busy collecting basic data. One committee 
is producing a list of vehicles that currently  
use gas or diesel. They are then  
calculating vehicle costs and 
return on investment for a 
switch to natural gas. 

Another committee was 
tasked with exploring 
different fuel station 
arrangements such  

as private versus public access, as well 
as exploring equipment from vendors. 
The third committee is exploring code 
compliance and possible garage alterations.

The city of Jackson is about midway between 
Memphis—where	five	public	natural	gas		
stations	are	either	under	construction	or	
development—and Nashville which has 
one public station with another on the way.

Similar pooling strategies have proven to be 
successful around the country, including 
in Pensacola, FL. Emerald Coast Utilities 
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Authority and the City of Pensacola have 
reached out to us and will be sharing 
important information with us at their 
next meeting.

This is a great example of communities 
coming together to share knowledge and 
create strong solutions. With unifications 
like this, we will surely be able to advance	
alternative	fuels	for	the	betterment	of	
our	economic	and	energy	security.

Natural gas fueling can fit many different  
applications and needs, photo courtesy 
of Pat Corkery/NREL

An important task of Clean Cities coalitions 
is to provide information to fleet owners, 
operators, and managers as well as provide  
education to the general public. We	do	all		
of	this	hard	work		with	the	intention	of	giving		
consumers	the	tools	to	make	informed	
decisions	concerning	their	transportation	
strategies	and	options.

To that end, a major push is underway.  
Pat Riley, in connection with the Tennessee 
Gas Association, has begun to reach out 
to government leaders and civic groups 
with information about natural gas as a  
transportation fuel. Scott Dahlstrom of  
Jackson Energy Authority and I have joined  
Riley at events in West TN and occasionally 
beyond. So far, we	have	visited	nearly	25		
cities	and	presented	this	important	
information	over	1,000	individuals. 

In order to continue sharing this information  
with others, we are seeking volunteers to 
attend events and speak to the fleets in 
their areas. This is a great chance to meet  
industry professionals, share ideas, and 
collaborate on solutions. Contact Paul Rice  
for more information about this opportunity.

Did you know that Clean Cities coalitions work with partners to get 
things done? Would you like to help a coalition or have a coalition 
help you? Email us at the slightest whim, even just to say “hello!”

REACHING OUT ABOUT NATURAL GAS

JACKSON, TN MOVES TOWARDS NATURAL GAS



Simpkins Energy is a natural gas compressor 
manufacturer based in Nashville, TN. Their 
compressor model SE 200 is the first of 
its size made in the USA. Kent Simpkins, 
President of Simpkins Energy, said the 
natural gas compressor was designed for 
small-to-medium-size fleets. The	SE	200	
is	a	four-stage,	reciprocating,	air-cooled,	
natural	gas	compressor	that	produces	five		
gasoline	gallon	equivalents	(GGE)	per	hour. 
Additionally, the system is built to handle 
continuous-duty use and comes with a 
two-year warranty. 

Simpkins explained that with	the	cost	of	
diesel	near	the	$4.00	mark,	there	has	to	
be	a	better	solution	for	people	operating	
smaller	fleets. This gives fleets the ability 
to install the compressor at an affordable 
price. Fleet owners, operators, and managers 
will have the ability to fill their vehicles 
on site while taking advantage of the cost  
of CNG (compressed natural gas) fuel which 
is currently less than $2.00 per gasoline 
gallon equivalent.

The system comes complete with the 
compressor, a 7.5 HP motor, and 1 fill 
pole with a 12' CNG hose and nozzle  
for under $20,000.  

At this price, the savings are substantial 
when compared to gasoline or diesel. 
With	CNG,	the	cost	to	maintain	vehicles	
is	less,	and	the	reduction	of	pollution	
causing	exhaust	such	as	particulate	
matter	is	tremendous.

For more information on the Simpkins 
Energy Compressor Model SE 200, visit 
them online at www.simpkinsenergy.com.
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Kent Simpkins of Simpkins Energy shows his CNG compressor at the Alternative Fuel 
Vehicle Odyssey at the Lincoln College of Technology

Middle TN Clean Fuels Coalition is busy 
with biofuels work! We have been working 
closely with coalition member Tri-Star Energy 
to encourage Nashville Metro, along with  
almost 70 other fleets, to begin using a 
biodiesel blend. In December, Nashville	
Metro	and	local	fleet	PFG	Lester	began	
using	B5,	a	five	percent	biodiesel	blend. 
Tri-Star has truly been a great biodiesel 
supporter; they own and operate a total 
of ten Daily’s and Shell stations in the  
greater Nashville area that sell either B20 
(20 percent biodiesel blend) or E85 (85 
percent ethanol blend). 

We are planning a biodiesel promotion at  
their Smyrna station to educate consumers 
and truck drivers on the benefits of this 
superior fuel. Pure biodiesel	is	nontoxic,	
and	it	provides	lubricity	and	the	same		

performance	as	diesel—all	while	
supporting	American,	renewable	fuel	
and	American	jobs.

This past December, we also worked with 
coalition member Thorntons to promote 
E85 flex fuel at their new location on 
Lebanon Pike in Nashville. Eco-Energy, 
Commonwealth Agri-Energy, and our 
coalition were there to answer questions 
regarding the use of E85 and to educate 
consumers about the benefits of driving a 
flex fuel vehicle (FFV). Thorntons currently  
has 67 locations in six states that offer 
biofuels, including six stores in the Nashville 
market. This is great news considering that 
the number of FFVs on our nation’s highways 
is approaching ten million! Please visit 
www.thorntonsinc.com/E-85.html to read 
more about Thorntons efforts. Thorntons E85 pump

SIMPKINS ENERGY BRINGS NEW FUELING OPTIONS

BIOFUELS PROGRESS IN MIDDLE TN



The number of locations where electric 
vehicles (EVs) can find solar-assisted, 
220 volt, Level 2 (L2) charging systems 
continues to rise across East Tennessee. 

There	are	now	eight	sites	spanning	from	
Chattanooga	to	Knoxville, all of which 
have four or more charging units. All the 
units are ECOtality’s Blink units and are 
part of The EV Project and Blink Network 
unless otherwise noted.

The	City	of	Knoxville	and	the	University	of	
Tennessee,	Knoxville	(UTK)	have	opened	
two	locations	each.	The city installed four  
units on the second floor of the Market 
Square parking garage with the solar 
panels on the top floor. The Civic Coliseum 
parking garage has six units, where the 
solar panels are attached to the side of 
the garage directly in front the parking 
spaces. All of those units opened to the 
public last September. 

At UTK, six units were installed at the 
Institute of Agriculture with another six 
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Oak Ridge National Laboratory’s solar canopy provides a charge and shade, photo courtesy of Scott Curran

in the center of campus behind the new 
Music Building (on Pat Head Summitt 
Street). In each case, the solar system is 
built into a canopy for the vehicles. These  
units opened to the public this past October. 

In the Chattanooga area, the newest solar  
addition is in the parking lot at Chattanooga 
Theater Centre. There are six Eaton units, 
and the solar power directly charges the 
vehicles at this site! Additionally, there 
are six L2 units in the Northshore Retail 
Plaza near the recently renamed Whole 
Foods Market. The	solar	canopy	there	
is	one	of	the	area’s	largest	and	covers	
roughly	20	vehicle	parking	spaces.

There are several semi-private sites that 
are for staff or visitors to the sites only. 
This includes two units at Sustainable 
Futures in South Knoxville, 20 units at Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory and six units at 
the Electric Power Research Institute. 

In these cases, the	solar	power	directly	
charges	the	vehicles	before	going	back	

to	the	grid, and they include battery 
backup for storing solar power to  
charge the EVs. 

Finally, a large solar-assisted canopy is 
being constructed in Townsend at the 
Solar EV Discovery Center by the Black 
Bear Solar Institute. They plan to have 
a variety of L2 chargers there for public 
comparison in addition to 120VAC 
outlets for converted EVs.

SOLAR-ASSISTED EV CHARGING GROWING 
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TENNESSEE’S CLEAN CITIES COALITIONS ARE DOING SOME 
REALLY IMPORTANT WORK. CHECK OUT WHAT WE’RE UP TO.

Middle TN Clean Fuels Coalition’s members and stakeholders

reduced their petroleum use by 2,966,720 gallons
in 2011. That’s more than some supertankers can carry!

East TN Clean Fuels Coalition is 
working in partnership to install

along the length of  I-75 from
BIOFUELS

MICHIGAN TO FLORIDA.
www.CleanFuelsCorridor.com

West TN coordinator  
Paul Rice worked on

for TN in 2012.

natural gas
legislation



EVENT LOCATIONS:
•	 KINGSPORT
•	 KNOXVILLE
•	 CHATTANOOGA
•	 NASHVILLE
•	 MEMPHIS

Read about Lampton-Love 
propane company and other 
great stories inside! Photo 
courtesy of Lampton-Love  
and Keith Evans

The Tennessee Clean Fuels Advisor is printed on paper containing post-consumer recycled content.

Nonprofit 
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ALTERNATIVE FUEL VEHICLE ROADSHOW:
COMING TO A CITY NEAR YOU
TN’s Clean Cities coalitions, along with AdVentures, will host 
a statewide vehicle showcase tour. The event will feature 
a series of presentations on the economics and practicality 
of implementing alternative fuel transportation solutions 
for industry and government, using natural gas, propane, 
biofuels and electric vehicles. 

This is a FREE event open to fleet managers, legislators, 
sustainability directors, municipal and state leaders, and 
the general public.

VISIT WWW.AFVROADSHOW.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION

Go online to check see the Fuels Fix, the quarterly Ezine 
from your Clean Cities coalitions. It features alternative 
fuel news from all across the nation!

CHECK OUT THE FUELS FIX
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Tennessee Clean Fuels Advisor
311 Conference Center Building
Knoxville, TN  37996-4134
www.ETCleanFuels.org

Anyone can sign up to receive the Tennessee Clean Fuels Advisor!
Just e-mail info@etcleanfuels.org and say “sign me up for the Advisor!” and provide your mailing address.


